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SEBASTIANO CERULLO:
SOME OF HIS PUBLICATIONS IN THE WOOD SECTOR

Sebastiano Cerullo has participated as a 
speaker at more than 50 conferences, he was 
Managing Director of FederlegnoArredo, he is 
currently Secretary-General of Conlegno, he is 
the author of more than 20 books and more 
than 100 articles/publications about the wood 
industry.

References:
Sebastiano.cerullo@conlegno.eu
WhatsApp Mercato del Legno: 3480216423
http://www.linkedin.com/in/sebastianocerullo

Named in March 2018

“Academic correspondent” by the Accademia 

Italiana di Scienze Forestali [(Italian Academy of 

Forest Sciences].

This acknowledgment honors work 

accomplished at a scientific and cultural level in 

support of the forests during these years of work 

for FederlegnoArredo.
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THE HISTORY OF PALLETS

CONLEGNO AND THE ITALIAN BUSINESSMAN IN THE PALLET SECTOR ARE PLEASED TO SHARE THE 
ENGLISH VERSION OF THIS BOOK ON THE HISTORY OF PALLETS, IN EXCLUSIVE PREVIEW AT THIS 

EUROBLOCK MEETING, GIVEN OUR TIES TO THE PFEIFER GROUP AND THE GATTA FAMILY

WE AIMED TO TRACK THE HISTORY OF THE BEGINNING OF THE WOOD PALLET, A LOGISTIC TOOL 
THAT IS NOW PART OF THE DAILY LIFE OF MANY BRAVE, ENTERPRISING BUSINESSPEOPLE IN THE 

WOOD INDUSTRY WHO, DURING THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC, FINALLY SAW OFFICIAL RECOGNITION IN 
ITALY OF THEIR DECADES-OLD BUSINESS ACTIVITY DECLARED “ESSENTIAL” BY DECREE-LAW.

BETWEEN 2020 AND 2022, THESE BUSINESSES AND THIS OBJECT CALLED “PALLET” KEPT ITALIAN 
(AND EUROPEAN) INDUSTRY FROM GRINDING TO A HALT DESPITE A SERIOUS, MYSTERIOUS HEALTH 

EMERGENCY AND, TO THEM, 

THANKS ARE DUE FROM ALL OF US FOR 
NOT STOPPING.

LET’S BEGIN EXPLORING THE ORIGINS OF WOOD PALLETS.
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2021-2022 THINGS NEVER BEFORE SEEN

ENERGY PRICES
(GAS AND 

PETROLEUM)

PANDEMIC

RAW MATERIALS AND 
LOGISTICS CRISIS

WAR MANUFACTURING 
LOCKDOWNS
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NEW PROBLEMS? INFLATION

8,3% april
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NEW PROBLEMS? ECB RATES
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NEW PROBLEMS? (CLIMATE CHANGE) DROUGHT

7

Ips typographus
(Bark beetle)

2009
Drought- and heat-induced regional tree 

mortality events around the world
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WHAT ELSE 

COULD HAPPEN?
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WHAT ELSE COULD HAPPEN?

ALIEN INVASION?
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DID YOU KNOW THAT ITALY IS THE 4TH COUNTRY IN THE 
WORLD IN TERMS OF NUMBER OF BUSINESSES IN THE 

WOOD-FURNISHINGS SECTOR?

TH
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WOOD-PACKAGING PRELIMINARY RESULTS

TURNOVER 2022

2, 7 BILLIONS OF EURO

VS 2021
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ITALY’S GDP – GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT

Source: Official Prometeia estimates / December 2022.

2021: 6,7%
2022: 3,9%

2023: 0,5% 
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FITOK SYSTEM – ISPM 15 - IPPC/FAO

13

VS 2021
+1.5%

JANUARY –MARCH 2023

- 10 %
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EPAL ITALIA SYSTEM

14

VS 2021    + 4,9%
+6,7% Production

+ 2,1% Repair

JANUARY –MARCH 2023

+ 3 %
JANUARY –MARCH 2023
Production – 3%
Repair + 12%
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EPAL ITALIA SYSTEM

2022: 8 milions of 
NEW EPAL pallet

2022: 4,8 milions of 
REPAIRED EPAL pallet
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EPAL ITALIA SYSTEM 2021

nd
rd

rd

2021

PRODUCTION 2021

REPAIR 2021

PRODUCTION AND REPAIR  2021
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ITALIAN MARKET – NEW PALLETS
2018 data
Source FLA Studies Center
NEW PALLET 2022? 

MY OPINION

ABOUT  99/101 
millions of 
new pallets
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ITALY: PALLET IMPORTS 

2022

2 3.494.783 pallet

- 14,4%
VS 2021
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ITALY: PALLET IMPORTS - 2022

Red numbers indicate decreased performance, green numbers indicate increased trade flows. 
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ITALY: PALLET IMPORTS - 2023

JANUARY 2023

- 4,4%
VS 2022
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10 TOP TRADE SOFTWOOD FLOWS IN THE WORLD

Red arrows indicate decreased performance, green arrows indicate increased trade flows. To 
date, this has been the year of greatest flow from Austria to Italy
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WOOD MARKET: NEW FLOWS – THE LOG BATTLE

SHIP LOADED WITH LOGS DEPARTING 
FROM GERMANY TO CHINA
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10 TOP PALLET IMPORTING COUNTRIES IN EUROPE

ITA
LY
6TH

Red numbers indicate decreased performance, green numbers indicate increased trade flows. 
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20 TOP PALLET IMPORTING COUNTRIES IN EUROPE
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TOP TRADE PALLET FLOWS IN EUROPE

Red arrows indicate decreased performance, green arrows indicate increased trade flows. 
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20 TOP TRADE PALLET FLOWS IN EUROPE

17TH
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12th ANNUAL REPORT ON PALLETS
ANNUAL SURVEY BY PEERLESS RESEARCH GROUP HIGHLIGHTS THE CURRENT AND EXPECTED USE 

OF PALLETS IN LOGISTIC CENTERS, IN ADDITION TO OTHER TRENDS UNDERWAY IN THE PALLET MARKET

Excellent news: wood pallets 

continue to reign
World record in France on a domino made 

from pallets (my congratulations to our 
French colleagues on this initiative)
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WOOD MARKET: INTERNATIONAL SCENARIOS
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WOOD MARKET: INTERNATIONAL SCENARIOS
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WILL THERE BE ENOUGH

WOOD IN EUROPE FOR THE PALLET

SECTOR IN THE FUTURE 
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THE FEW THINGS IN MY LIFE THAT 
HAVE NOT CHANGED

1961

1955
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